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Dear colleagues and friends,

It is our great pleasure to inform you that the Institute for Cardiovascular 

Diseases “Dedinje”will organize a two-day Aortic Masterclass, to be held on 
th th

September 4 –5 , 2026, at thepremises of our Institute. This educational 

program is focused on contemporary approaches to the treatment of aorticvalve 

disease. 

The program is designed as a comprehensive clinical pathway, 

encompassingpreoperative diagnostics and imaging, procedural planning, live 

surgical interventions andintraoperative assessment, as well as postoperative 

care, follow-up examinations, and long-term patient management.It is a great 

honor for us to host renowned experts in the field of cardiovascular 

medicinefrom around the world.

We look forward to your participation and hope to make your stay both pleasant 

andmemorable.

Organizing Committee



Organizing Committee

Acad. prof. dr Milovan Bojić

Prof. dr Slobodan Mićović

Prof. dr Ivan Stojanović

Prof. dr Milan Milojević

Prof. dr Petar Otašević

Prof. dr Aleksandra Nikolić

Doc. dr Petar Vuković

Faculty

• Prof. dr Ruggero De Paulis, ITA

• Prof. dr Jan Vojáček, CZE

• Prof. dr Bo Yang, USA

• Prof. dr George Stavridis, GRE

• Dr Giulio Folino, ITA

• Dr Jan Gofus, CZE

• Prof. dr Igor Rudež

• Prof. dr Lazar Velicki

• Prof. dr Mate Petričević

• Prof. dr Svetozar Putnik

• Dr Aleksandar Radović

Doc. dr Dragana Unić Stojanović

Asst. dr Miroslav Miličić

Dr Siniša Jagodić

Dr Ivan Miljković

Dr Milica Ivanović

Dr Zoran Tabaković

• Prof. dr Hrvoje Gašparović

• Prof. dr Nermir Granov

• Prof. dr Ivan Knežević

• Dr Branko Mimić

• Doc dr Marko Banović

• Doc dr Ilija Bilbija

• Asst. dr Miloš Matković

• Prof. dr Ivana Nedeljković

• Prof. dr Danijela Trifunović Zamlakar

• Doc. dr Milan Dobrić

• Doc. dr Dragana Unić Stojanović

• Prof. dr Slobodan Mićović

• Doc. dr Petar Vuković
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DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS 
REPAIR, ROSS, ANNULAR ENLARGEMENT 
AND HAART RING

DAY 1

SESION 1

09:00 - 12:00

Aortic Valve Repair: A Step-by-Step approach (TAV/BAV)

Moderators: Prof. dr Slobodan Micović, Prof. dr Jan Vojacek CZE, Prof. dr Hrvoje Gašparović,

Prof. dr Aleksandra Nikolić

08:45 

LIVE SURGERY 1: Aortic valve repair (AR, TAV/BAV)

Prof. dr Ruggero De Paulis, ITA; Asst. dr Marko Kaitović

08:45 

Welcome, symposium goals, rationale for “repair-first” concept and patient 

selection 

Academic prof. dr Milovan Bojić, Prof. dr Ivana Nedeljković, Prof. dr Slobodan Micović

Presentations and discussion in conjunction with the live surgery:

1. Echo/CT/CMR roadmap: lesion classification, e�ective height, repair planning 

 (TBA )

2. Techniques I: cusp plication/resuspension, raphe management, commissuralorientation         

Dr Giulio Folino, ITA

3. Techniques II: Annular stabilisation options and “how to decide” intraoperatively       

Doc. dr Ilija Bilbija

4. Live debrief: key decision points, intra-op TEE success criteria, when to re-clamp

5. Case-based discussion: “What would you do?” — key decisions and take-homemessages

12:00 

Lunch
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SESSION 2 

(13:00–16:00) 

The Ross Procedure: Indications, Technique, and Autograft Stabilisation

Moderators: Dr Branko Mimić, Doc. dr Dragana Unić, Prof. dr Ivan Knežević, 

Prof. dr Danijela Trifunović Zamaklar, Prof. dr Petar Otašević

13:00 LIVE SURGERY 2: Ross procedure

Prof. dr Jan Vojáček, CZE; Dr Branislav Stojković 

Presentations and discussion in conjunction with the live surgery:

1. Indications/contraindications and patient selection (durability, phenotype,BAV/AR/AS) 

Dr Jan Gofus, CZE   

2. Step-by-step technique: autograft harvest, implantation, and coronary button; RVOT    

reconstruction: homograft/conduit choices and technical tips; autograft 

stabilisationstrategies: preventing dilatation and late AR 

Asst. Dr Marko Kaitović

3. Peri-op pathway: BP strategy, antithrombotics, imaging followup, complications 

reintervention    

Dr Ivan Miljković 

4. Live debrief — Key decision points

5. Case-based discussion: “What would you do?” — key decisions and take-homemessages

16:00 Close of Day 1 

Prof. Dr Slobodan Micović

DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS 
REPAIR, ROSS, ANNULAR ENLARGEMENT 
AND HAART RING

DAY 1
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SESSION 3 

(09:00–12:00) 

Annular/Root Enlargement: Avoiding PPM and Expanding SAVR

Moderators: Prof. dr Svetozar Putnik, Prof. dr Ivan Stojanović, Dr Marko Banović, Prof. dr Lazar 

Velicki

09:00 LIVE SURGERY 3: SAVR + annular enlargement

Prof. Dr Bo Yang,USA; Dr Bogdan Okiljević 

Presentations and discussion in conjunction with the live surgery:

1. Why enlarge? PPM risk, haemodynamics, valve choice, pre-op planning  (echo/CT) 

 Asst. Dr Miloš Matković

2. Techniques overview: Yang, Nicks, Manouguian, Konno, Y-incision/roof—indications and 

boundaries 

Prof. Dr Nermir Granov

3. Decision-making algorithm: selection of technique and strategies for determining size. 

Alternatives for aortic root enlargement.

Doc. dr Petar Vuković

4. *Live debrief: sizing, haemostasis, conduction risk, bail-out strategies

5. *Bo Yang Technique — Prof. Dr Bo Yang

12:00 Lunch

DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS 
REPAIR, ROSS, ANNULAR ENLARGEMENT 
AND HAART RING

DAY 2
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SESSION 4 
(13:00–16:00) 

Aortic Annuloplasty Ring in Contemporary Valve Repair

Moderators: Prof. dr Igor Rudež, Doc. dr Ilija Bilbija, Prof. dr Mate Petričević, 

Dr Aleksandar Radović, Asst. dr Miroslav Miličić

13:00 LIVE SURGERY 4

Aortic valve repair using HAART ring

Prof. dr George Stavridis GRE, Asst. dr Marko Kaitović

Presentations and discussion in conjunction with the live surgery:

1.Biomechanics: annular geometry and when the ring adds value 

Prof. Dr Danijela Zamaklar

2. Sizing and implantation: positioning, suturing strategy, avoiding LVOT/coronary issues; 

Minimally invasive remodeling Techniques 

Prof. dr Igor Rudež

3. Programme building: team requirements (surgeon + echo), QA, database, learning curve 

Prof. dr Ruggero De Paulis,ITA; Prof. dr Bo Yang, USA; Prof. dr Jan Vojacek,CZE

4. Live debrief

5. Integrating HAART with cusp repair and root procedures: workflow + TEE endpoints-  

Prof. Dr George Stavridis, GRE

16:00 Closing remarks and presentation of certificates 

Prof. dr Slobodan Micović

DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS 
REPAIR, ROSS, ANNULAR ENLARGEMENT 
AND HAART RING

DAY 2



SPECIAL GUESTS

Bo Yang, M.D., Ph.D., the Frankel Research Professor of Cardiac Surgery, treats aortic conditions like familial 

thoracic aortic aneurysms, complications of Marfan and Loeys-Dietz syndromes, and more. He has expertise in 
valve-sparing aortic root replacement using the David and Bentall procedures, aortic dissection and thoracic 
and thoracoabdominal aneurysm repair, aortic valve repair. He invented new procedures to enlarge the aortic 
annulus by 3-4 valve sizes.

Ruggero De Paulis is the director of the Cardiac Surgery Department of the European Hospital in Rome, a 

position he has held since 2006.  After graduating from the University of L’Aquila and completing his residency 
at the University of Torino, he spent two years in an artificial heart programme at the University of Utah, and 
then two years as sta� surgeon at the VI and XII University of Paris. Since then he has been working in Rome, at 
the University of Tor Vergata, where he was appointed Associate Professor in 2002.  His main interest is in aortic 
and mitral repair surgery and he is the designer of the “Valsalva” graft, currently used in most aortic root 
surgeries.

Prof. Jan Vojacek graduated from Medical Faculty of Charles University in 1993. Gradually he finished the 

training in vascular surgery and cardiac surgery. Currently, he is the head of the Department of Cardiac 
Surgery at University Hospital Hradec Kralove, Czech Republic. He is also the president of the Czech Society 
for Cardiovascular Surgery. Among the others, he is a member of EACTS and HVS. Major interest is aortic root 
surgery including aortic valve repair and the Ross procedure and also cardiac robotic surgery.

George Stavridis is a distinguished Greek cardiac surgeon with many years of experience in the field of 

cardiothoracic surgery. He currently serves as the Head of Cardiac Surgery at the Onassis Cardiac Surgery 
Center in Athens, one of the leading cardiovascular centers in Greece.He graduated in Medicine from the 
Medical School of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens in 1984, where he later also obtained his 
PhD. He completed his specialist training in cardiothoracic surgery in the United Kingdom and continued his 
professional career at the Onassis Cardiac Surgery Center, where he has held several leadership positions in the 
fields of cardiac surgery and heart transplantation.
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Poštovane koleginice i kolege, dragi prijatelji,

Sa velikim zadovoljstvom Vas obaveštavamo da će Institut za kardiovaskularne 

bolesti „Dedinje“ organizovati dvodnevni Aortic Masterclass, koji će se održati 

4–5. septembra 2026. godine u prostorijama našeg Instituta.

Ovaj edukativni program usmeren je na savremeni pristup lečenju bolesti aortne 

valvule. Program je koncipiran kao sveobuhvatan klinički put, koji obuhvata 

preoperativnu dijagnostiku i imaging, planiranje procedura, izvođenje operacija 

uživo I intraoperativnu procenu, kao i postoperativno lečenje, kontrolne 

preglede i dugoročno praćenje pacijenata.

Velika nam je čast da ugostimo renomirane stručnjake iz oblasti 

kardiovaskularne medicine

iz celog sveta.

Radujemo se Vašem dolasku i nadamo se da ćemo Vaš boravak učiniti prijatnim i

nezaboravnim.

Organizacioni Odbor



ORGANIZACIONI ODBOR

Akad. prof. dr Milovan Bojić

Prof. dr Slobodan Mićović

Prof. dr Ivan Stojanović

Prof. dr Milan Milojević

Prof. dr Petar Otašević

Prof. dr Aleksandra Nikolić

Doc. dr Petar Vuković

NAUČNI ODBOR

• Prof. dr Ruggero De Paulis, ITA

• Prof. dr Jan Vojáček, CZE

• Prof. dr Bo Yang, USA

• Prof. dr George Stavridis, GRE

• Dr Giulio Folino, ITA

• Dr Jan Gofus, CZE

• Prof. dr Igor Rudež

• Prof. dr Lazar Velicki

• Prof. dr Mate Petričević

• Prof. dr Svetozar Putnik

• Dr Aleksandar Radović

Doc. dr Dragana Unić Stojanović

Asst. dr Miroslav Miličić

Dr Siniša Jagodić

Dr Ivan Miljković

Dr Milica Ivanović

Dr Zoran Tabaković

• Prof. dr Hrvoje Gašparović

• Prof. dr Nermir Granov

• Prof. dr Ivan Knežević

• Dr Branko Mimić

• Doc dr Marko Banović

• Doc dr Ilija Bilbija

• Asst. dr Miloš Matković

• Prof. dr Ivana Nedeljković

• Prof. dr Danijela Trifunović Zamlakar

• Doc. dr Milan Dobrić

• Doc. dr Dragana Unić Stojanović

• Prof. dr Slobodan Mićović

• Doc. dr Petar Vuković
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DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS:
REKONSTRUKCIJA, ROSOVA PROCEDURA, 
PROŠIRENJE AORTNOG KORENA I HAART RING

PRVI DAN

SESIJA 1

09:00 - 12:00

Reparacija aortnog zaliska: “Korak po korak”pristup (TAV/BAV)

Moderatori: Prof. dr Slobodan Micović, Prof. dr Jan Vojacek CZE, Prof. dr Hrvoje Gašparović,

Prof. dr Aleksandra Nikolić

08:45 

DIREKTAN PRENOS OPERACIJE: Rekonstrukcija aortnog zaliska (AR, TAV/BAV)

Prof. dr Ruggero De Paulis, ITA; Asst. dr Marko Kaitović

08:45 

Dobrodošlica, ciljevi simpozijuma, obrazloženje koncepta “repair first”I 

selekcija pacijenata 

Akademik prof. dr Milovan Bojić, Prof. dr Ivana Nedeljković, Prof. dr Slobodan Micović

Predavanja i diskusija u vezi sa operacijom u toku:

1. EHO/CT/CMR mapiranje: klasifikacija lezija, (e�ective height-eH)efektivna visina,

planiranje reparacije planning

 (TBA)

2. Tehnika 1:  Aplikacija/resuspenzija kuspisa, “raphe” menadžment, orijentacija komisura         

Dr Giulio Folino, ITA

3. Tehnika 2: Opcije stabilizacije anulusa i kako doneti odluku intraoperativno       

Doc. dr Ilija Bilbija

4. Live debrief: ključne tačke odluke, intra-operativni TEE kriterijumi uspešnosti, kada

ponovo klemovati

5. Diskusija zasnovana na slučajevima: “Šta biste uradili?” + Pouke i poruke

12:00 

PAUZA ZA RUČAK
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DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS:
REKONSTRUKCIJA, ROSOVA PROCEDURA, 
PROŠIRENJE AORTNOG KORENA I HAART RING

PRVI DAN

SESIJA 2

(13:00–16:00)

Rosova procedura: Indikacije, tehnike, i stabilizacija autografta

Moderatori: Dr Branko Mimić, Doc. dr Dragana Unić, Dr Ivan Knežević, 

Prof. dr Danijela Trifunović Zamlakar, Prof. dr Petar Otašević

13:00 

DIREKTAN PRENOS OPERACIJE: Rosova procedura

Prof. Dr Jan Vojacek,CZE; Dr Branislav Stojković

Predavanja i diskusija u vezi sa operacijom u toku:

1. Indikacije/kontraindikacije i selekcija pacijenata(trajnost, fenotip pacijenta,BAV/AR/AS)-

 Dr Jan Gofus, CZE

2. Korak po korak tehnika:preparacija autografta, implantacija, i koronarni “button-i”;

RVOT reconstrukcija:izbor homografta/konduita i tehničke zamke; Strategije stabilizacije

autografta: prevencija dilatacije i odložene AR

 Asst. dr Marko Kaitović

3. Perioperativne smernice: Kontrola krvnog pritiska, antitrombolitici , dijagnostičko

praćenje, komplikacije/reintervencija

Dr Ivan Miljković

4. Live debrief: ključne tačke odluke

5. Diskusija zasnovana na slučajevima: “Šta biste uradili?” + Pouke I poruke 

16:00 

Završnica prvog dana

Prof. Dr Slobodan Micović
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DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS:
REKONSTRUKCIJA, ROSOVA PROCEDURA, 
PROŠIRENJE AORTNOG KORENA I HAART RING

DRUGI DAN

SESIJA 3

 (09:00–12:00) 

Proširenje aortnog korena: Izbegavanje PPM i proširenje indikacija

za SAVR

Moderatori: Prof. Dr Svetozar Putnik, Prof. dr Ivan Stojanović, Dr Marko Banović, 

Prof. dr Lazar Velicki

09:00 

DIREKTAN PRENOS OPERACIJE: SAVR + proširenje aortnog korena

Prof. Dr Bo Yang,USA; Dr Bogdan Okiljević

Predavanja i diskusija u vezi sa operacijom u toku:

1. Zašto proširiti koren? Rizik od PPM-a, hemodinamika, izbor valvule, preoperativna

strategija (Ehokardiografija/CT)

Asst. Dr Miloš Matković

2. Analiza tehnika: Yang, Nicks, Manouguian, Konno, Y-incizija—indikacije I granice

 Prof. dr Nermir Granov

3. Algoritam odličivanja: izbor tehnike i strategija određivanja veličine. Alternativa 

proširenja aortnog korena

Doc. dr Petar Vuković

4. Live debrief: određivanje veličine, hemostaza, rizik za provodni sistem, “bail-out”

strategija

5.”Bo Yang Tehnika”

Prof. Dr Bo Yang, USA

12:00 

PAUZA ZA RUČAK
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DEDINJE AORTIC VALVE MASTERCLASS:
REKONSTRUKCIJA, ROSOVA PROCEDURA, 
PROŠIRENJE AORTNOG KORENA I HAART RING

DRUGI DAN

SESIJA 4

(13:00–16:00)

Aortni prsten za anuloplastiku u savremenoj reparaciji valvule

Moderatori: Prof. dr Igor Rudež, Doc. dr Ilija Bilbija, Prof. dr Mate Petričević, Dr Aleksandar

Radović, Asist. dr Miroslav Miličić

13:00

DIREKTAN PRENOS OPERACIJE: Rekonstrukcija aortne valvule uz HAART 

prsten

Prof. Dr George Stavridis, GRE; Asst. Dr Marko Kaitović

Predavanja i diskusija u vezi sa operacijom u toku:

1. Biomehanika: geometrija anulusa i kada prsten donosi korist

Prof. Dr Danijela Zamaklar

2. Minimalno invazivne tehnike remodelinga: Sizing i implantacija, pozicioniranje, strategija 

šivenja, izbegavanje problema sa LVOT-om i koronarnim arterijama

Prof. dr Igor Rudež

3. Izgradnja programa: zahtevi za tim (hirurg + ehokardiografija), kontrola kvaliteta (QA), 

baza podataka, kriva učenja

Prof. dr Ruggero De Paulis,ITA; Prof. dr Bo Yang, USA; Prof. dr Jan Vojacek, CZE

4. Live debrief

5.Integracija HAART prstena sa rekonstrukcijom kuspisa i procedurama na korenu: tok rada 

+ TEE krajnje tačke

Prof. Dr George Stavridis, GRE

16:00 

Završna reč i dodela sertifikata

Prof. dr Slobodan Micović



SPECIJALNI GOSTI

Bo Jang (Bo Yang), M.D., Ph.D., profesor kardiohirurgije na katedri „Frankel“, bavi se lečenjem stanja aorte kao 
što su porodične aneurizme torakalne aorte, komplikacije Marfanovog i Loeys-Dietz sindroma i druga srodna 
oboljenja. Ekspert je za rekonstrukciju korena aorte uz očuvanje zalistka (valve-sparing) primenom David i 
Bentall procedura, kao i za reparaciju disekcije aorte, torakalnih i torakoabdominalnih aneurizmi i reparaciju 
aortnog zalistka. Izumitelj je novih procedura za proširenje aortnog prstena (anulusa) za čak 3 do 4 veličine 
zalistka.

Ruggero De Paulis je direktor Odeljenja za kardiohirurgiju u Evropskoj bolnici (European Hospital) u Rimu, na 

poziciji koju zauzima još od 2006. godine. Nakon što je diplomirao na Univerzitetu u L'Akvili i završio 
specijalizaciju na Univerzitetu u Torinu, proveo je dve godine u programu za veštačko srce na Univerzitetu u 
Juti (SAD), a zatim još dve godine kao stalni hirurg na VI i XII Univerzitetu u Parizu. Od tada radi u Rimu, na 
Univerzitetu „Tor Vergata“, gde je 2002. godine imenovan za vanrednog profesora. Njegov glavni fokus je 
hirurgija rekonstrukcije aorte i mitralnog zalistka, a takođe je i dizajner „Valsalva“ grafta, koji se danas koristi 
u većini operacija korena aorte.

Prof. Jan Vojaček diplomirao je na Medicinskom fakultetu Karlovog univerziteta 1993. godine. Tokom karijere 
završio je specijalizacije iz vaskularne i kardiohirurgije. Trenutno se nalazi na mestu načelnika Odeljenja za 
kardiohirurgiju u Univerzitetskoj bolnici Hradec Kralove u Češkoj Republici. Takođe je predsednik Češkog 
udruženja za kardiovaskularnu hirurgiju. Između ostalog, član je EACTS-a (Evropsko udruženje za 
kardiotorakalnu hirurgiju) i HVS-a (Udruženje za srčane zaliske). Njegov glavni fokus su operacije korena aorte, 
uključujući rekonstrukciju aortnog zalistka i Rosovu (Ross) proceduru, kao i robotska kardiohirurgija.

Georgios Stavridis je istaknuti grčki kardiohirurg sa dugogodišnjim iskustvom u oblasti kardiotorakalne 

hirurgije. Trenutno obavlja funkciju načelnika kardiohirurgije u Onassis kardiohirurškom centru u Atini, koji je 
jedan od vodećih kardiovaskularnih centara u Grčkoj. Diplomirao je na Medicinskom fakultetu Nacionalnog i 
Kapodistrijskog univerziteta u Atini 1984. godine, gde je kasnije stekao i zvanje doktora nauka (PhD). 
Specijalizaciju iz kardiotorakalne hirurgije završio je u Ujedinjenom Kraljevstvu, nakon čega je profesionalnu 
karijeru nastavio u Onassis centru. Tamo je obavljao više rukovodećih funkcija u oblastima kardiohirurgije i 
transplantacije srca.
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